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WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES 

 2015 LELIA J. ROBINSON AWARD RECIPIENTS 
  

WBA to Recognize Contributions of Community Leaders Hon. Carol Kenner (ret.) and Susan Sard 

Tierney at Annual Gala  

BOSTON, MA – July 13, 2015 – The Women’s Bar Association of Massachusetts (WBA) proudly 

announces its 2015 Lelia J. Robinson Award recipients:   

Hon. Carol Kenner (ret.) and Susan Sard Tierney 

Named after the first woman admitted to the Massachusetts bar, the Lelia J. Robinson Award has been 

presented by the WBA since 1994 to recognize women who, like Robinson, have captured the spirit of 

pioneering in the legal profession and have made a difference in the community.  This year, the WBA is 

proud to recognize The Honorable Carol Kenner (ret). and Susan Sard Tierney with this award: two 

women who have made and continue to make immeasurable contributions to the legal profession and the 

greater community.  Both women will be honored at the WBA’s Annual Gala on December 1, 2015 at the 

Boston Marriott Copley Place. The Gala is the WBA’s largest event of the year and is attended by 

approximately 1,000 attorneys, judges, legislators, and business professionals. WBA President Kim 

Dougherty remarked, “The WBA is delighted to honor Carol Kenner and Susan Sard Tierney with this 

award.  Both Judge Kenner and Ms. Tierney demonstrate the professional excellence and commitment to 

women’s issues that are the hallmarks of this award.  We know our Gala attendees will find these 

awardees to be inspiring and motivating.” 

 Hon. Carol Kenner (ret.) 
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Carol J. Kenner was the first woman appointed as a United States Bankruptcy Judge in the 

District of Massachusetts (and in the First Circuit).  At the time of her appointment in 1986, Judge Kenner 

was one of a handful of women practicing in business bankruptcy in Massachusetts. She served as Chief 

Judge of the Bankruptcy Court from December 1994 to December 1999 (being the first woman to serve 

as a Chief Judge of a federal court in Massachusetts.) During her tenure on the bench, she also served on 

the First Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for several years, serving as Chief Judge at the time of her 

retirement in 2004.  Before her appointment to the bench, she worked at Weil, Gotshal & Manges (in 

New York) in the business bankruptcy practice, as well as at Widett, Slater & Goldman and Herrick & 

Smith, both in Boston.   

 

After her retirement from the bench, Judge Kenner began working on financial issues for low income 

debtors. She served for three years on a volunteer basis as a Special Assistant Attorney General in 

Massachusetts under former Attorney General Martha Coakley. At the Attorney General’s office, Judge 

Kenner provided valuable advice and assistance with the issues arising out of the mortgage crisis. Her 

work included matters involving predatory lending and unnecessary or improper foreclosures. In 2010, 

Judge Kenner joined the National Consumer Law Center as “Of Counsel” on a volunteer basis, where she 

continued her work on issues involving low income consumers, bankruptcy, and predatory lending. 

 

Judge Kenner has long been a champion of women’s rights. In addition to her work supporting individual 

women attorneys, she was a founding member of the Women’s Bar Association, serving as Vice 

President from 1979-1981.  She was also an active supporter of the New England Network of the 

International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confederation (“IWIRC-NE”), formed in 1996 to 

support and advance women professionals in bankruptcy and restructuring. 

 

Judge Kenner is a graduate of Syracuse University and New England School of Law. 

Susan Sard Tierney 

Susan Sard Tierney is an associate attorney at the firm of Dunning, Kirrane, McNichols & Garner, L.L.P. 

in Mashpee, Massachusetts, where she has practiced all aspects of domestic relations since 2007.  A 

graduate of Brown University and Northeastern University School of Law, she began her career as a Law 

Clerk to Chief Judge Shane Devine at the United States District Court for the District of New Hampshire 

from 1985-1987.  She began practicing law at New Hampshire Legal Assistance, where she represented 

low income clients until 1995.  After moving to Cape Cod, Ms. Tierney joined South Coastal Counties 

Legal Services as a staff attorney, eventually managing the Family Law Unit and also served as the 

agency’s representative on the Cape and Islands Regional Domestic Violence Council.   

Ms. Tierney has dedicated herself to public service on behalf of women and children throughout her 

career.  During her nearly ten years with South Coastal Counties Legal Services, she assisted women and 

children who had been in domestic violence relationships.  More recently, in addition to her private 

practice, Ms. Tierney volunteers with WE CAN (Women’s Empowerment through Cape Area 

Networking) to assist low income women change their lives by gaining independence.  Through this 

organization, she provides legal assistance to low income women and also offers legal workshops on 

family law.  In addition to these commitments, Ms. Tierney provides pro bono representation to children 

in the Probate Court, volunteers in the Lawyer of the Day Program; provides free consultations to victims 

of domestic violence referred by Independence House (a community-based resource that provides 

confidential services to victims of sexual abuse and domestic violence) or the various local police 

department civilian domestic violence specialists; is a volunteer mentor in the Women’s Bar Foundation’s 

Family Law Project for Battered Women; and remains a member of the Cape and Islands Regional 

Domestic Violence Council. 



About the Women’s Bar Association of Massachusetts  

Founded in 1978 by a group of activist women lawyers, the Women’s Bar Association boasts a vast membership of accomplished 

women lawyers, judges, and law students across Massachusetts.  The WBA is committed to the full and equal participation of 

women in the legal profession and in a just society.  The WBA works to achieve this mission through committees and taskforces 

and by developing and promoting a legislative agenda to address society’s most critical social and legal issues.  Other WBA 

activities include drafting amicus briefs, studying employment issues affecting women, encouraging women to enter the 

judiciary, recognizing the achievement of women in the law, and providing pro bono services to women in need through 
supporting its charitable sister organization, the Women’s Bar Foundation.  For more information, visit www.womensbar.org.  
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